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Application - 2011 Invitational Summer Institute 

Name_________________________________________________

Home phone___________________________________________

Home address__________________________________________

City/Zip_______________________________________________

E-mail_________________________________________________

SS#___________________________________________________

School_________________________________________________

School phone____________________________________________

Current teaching assignment________________________________

Previous teaching assignments______________________________

_______________________________________________________

To apply, fill out the information on the adjacent page and, on a separate piece of paper, tell us why you would like to participate in the 2011 Great Basin Writing Project’s Invitational Summer Institute. Then think of a question you have about teaching writing or using writing in your class. In a page or two, tell us what your question is, why it’s of interest to you, how you might go about finding an answer to that question, and how seeking the answer might benefit your teaching. The Summer Institute is selective, so please give us your best response.  
.

2011 Summer Institute Calendar
Orientation: Saturday, May 14, 2011, 9a.m – noon
Summer Institute: Monday, June 6 – Thursday, June 30
Daily sessions 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday-Thursday
Credits

Six graduate credits paid for by
Great Basin Writing Project.

Applications available on-line at http//www.greatbasinwritingproject.org
Return this form and your responses 

no later than April 2, 2011, to

Vicki Rossolo, Director

Great Basin Writing Project

1290 Burns Road

Elko, NV 89801

Call 775-753-3949 

for further information.
The Great Basin Writing Project, an affiliate of the National Writing Project and one of three Writing Project sites in Nevada. The GBWP serves Elko, Eureka, Humboldt, Lander and White Pine counties, roughly 44,000 square miles.  The National Writing Project rose from the Bay Area Writing Project of Berkeley, California, and is widely acclaimed as one of the most effective professional development programs in the country.  The nearly 200 Writing Project sites are effectively changing the course of the teaching of writing in the nation.

What teachers say about the Summer Institute

“It actually renewed my spirit. . . .  This institute gave me an outlet to research and to try ideas from successful writers, to share commonalities with others who face many of the same challenges that I do every day.”

“I enjoyed every one of my fellow writers in this Institute, and that alone It’s a miracle.  They inspired me and made me laugh.  I sorely needed that.”

“Its biggest gift was a shot in the arm.  I was beginning to feel stagnant, and this rejuvenated me.”

“The Writing Project is a wonderful learning experience for those fortunate to be involved.  It is the bridge to allow teachers to get in touch with the importance of writing and learn to implement new writing techniques in their classrooms, to encourage creativity in their students and to nurture it in themselves. . . .”
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The Great Basin Writing Project’s Invitational Summer Institute invites 15 – 20 teachers representing different age levels, experience, schools, districts and curricular areas to discuss writing practices, examine and critique current research, and engage in professional and personal writing.

The Writing Project recognizes the expertise of successful classroom teachers and puts these teachers to work teaching others.  This is a model that celebrates superior teaching and superior teachers, a model that puts a premium on what is working and what is possible in all classrooms.

All teachers interested in improving student literacy are encouraged to apply for the Summer Institute.  We encourage teachers from all content areas and all levels to apply.  The Invitational Institute is the epitome of professional development for teachers.  It doesn’t get any better.  

Expectations/Requirements for the Summer Institute Fellows

· Read three books (we buy them for those selected to attend) for discussion, response and critique.  

· Read selected articles/excerpts on writing and teaching practice.

· Participate in the National Writing Project E-Anthology.

· Prepare and present a 70-minute demonstration that focuses on and engages the institute participants in writing.

· Write daily and work with mentors to take three separate pieces of writing from first draft to polished copy.
